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EXCURSION: 6th October, 1974. NEWSTEAD - MALDON AREA. 

Depart from Crockers at 9.30 aem. and proceed to Newstead via Creswick 
Smeaton and Uanmmbelltown. A second meeting place has been arranged for ; 
snose unable to attend in the morning = this will be at the Loddon River 
bridge, at 1.30 p.m Mr. Wal Coles will be the leader, md has arranged 
an interesting day for us in this area, which he knows well. 

Flowers and birds should be plentiful, and everyone will find plenty of 
interest. Mr, Coles is keen for us to see this area, as it is coming up 
soon for study by the Land Conservation Council ani so we will be able to 
add more information to that which he has already compiled. 


TONIGHT: Our guest speaker tonight is Mr. W. Westbrook who will speak on 


at Ne Pe 


some aspects of "Insects". 


LINTON BUSHLAND: As we heard at our last. meeting, the area of land near 
Yirton 7S again in the news. The owner has given the Grenville Shire Council 
an opportunity to purchase it, but for a price of $11,000. The Club 
Committee discussed this matter at some length last week, and more details © 
of the Club's course of action will be available tonight. 


DUNOLLY EXCURSION: A good attendance of members enjoyed a very pleasant 
day in the Dunolly area, under the leadership of Mr. H. Beer. We met the 
Donald F, N. G. at the Dunolly Post Office and then travelled to the bush 

at Weanyarra, a few miles east of Punolly. Here we found a great variety 
of plants, with a white flowering daisy-bush blooming profusely. Also of 
interest in this area were the double-flowered criostemon, heath=-myrtle, 
rough wattle and a single specimen of hairy geebung. Leopard orchids were 
also blooming well, Birds recorded here included black-chinned honey-eater, 
sahnted -yueti- (nesting) end white-winged-chough. — 

‘he next stop was near Tarnagulla where the timber was smaller, and contained 
preen mallee. A feature here was the occurrence of ferns growing in the 
mine shafts. Wild lowers were also blooming well here and a highlight was 
the sticky boronia, as well as more rosy heath=myrtle, bugh=pea and bitter- 
pea. Bird-watchers found plenty of interest with such species as yellow= 
plumed honeyeater wd red=-capped robin being added to the list. 

All present enjoyed the afternoon, and the Donald group have since written 
to us, thanking us for inviting them along. Our sympathy to Mr. Murphy, 
who suffered a broken windscreen on the way home. 


BIG DESERT CAMP-OUT: 
Tn all, 28 people took part in the trip to the Big Desert on dlst August - 
Ist September. Those attending were: Hoopers 5, Binns 6, Lovejoy 3, 
Millar 3, Rotherham 2, Coles 3, I, Tiley, R. Dunstan, D. Parnaby, 

G Tonkin. Keith and a party of 4 visited the group on Saturday, 

On arrival, the majority of the party selected the west side of the road as 
eampsites, while the Binns family took over the east. Because it was the 
First visit to the area for most members, it was all the more interesting. 
A lot of useful information was gathered for the Mallee submission, but 
everyone would have liked more time to explore. Some members enjoyed 
themselves go mich that they intend going again. Perhaps it could become 
an anmal event = what do members think? 


MALLER REPORT PRINTED: 
The Vallee Study Area Report has been released by the Land Conservation 
Council and is available from them for 4.00. It will be of special. 
interest to those who attended the camp-out. Flora and fauna lists are 


inaluded in the book. 


BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB. OCTOBER, 1974. PAGE 2 


EXTRA EXCURSION = 26th OCTOBER: 

As the Melbourne Bird Observers Club is holding an excursion to Mt. 
Beckworth on Saturday, 26th October, the Committee has decided to 

cancel the proposed excursion to the Clunes ~ Talbot area on 

20th October in favour of the outing to Mt. Beckworth. There should be 
plenty of interest at Mt. Beckworth at that time, and wildflowers 


Y . as well as birds should be plentiful. We have invited the Maryborough 


BF. N. C. to join us for the day. The B. 0. C. visited Mt. Beckworth 


in the early 1960s and recorded 81 bird species for the day, so we 
hope they will enjoy themselves again this year. 


WVENCA at PORTLAND: 

The Western Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association Anmal 
Meeting will be held at Portland on 26th October (same day as the Mz. 
Beckworth trip) and the Portland F. N. C. have arranged a very 
attractive programme for the weekend. More details will be available 
from Mr. Fry, 


LATROBE VALLEY F. N. ©. at GEELONG: 


For any members with friends in the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club, 
that Ciub will be visiting the Geelong district under the guidance of 

the Geelong F. N, C., on the weekend 17 =I3h8th October. The group will 
be visiting the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on the Sunday afternoon. 


“ENVIRONMENT 64": 

Although correct at the time of going to press, the details of these 
lectures given in our Newsletter last month have been altered. They will 
now run for 5 weeks and the first was held last Tuesday. Cost is now 

50 cents per lecture, or % 2.00 the lot. 


NEXT MONTH: 

The November meeting will feature Mr. Alan Reid, his topic being 
“Watching a Lake Grow". Tne outing will be under the leadership of 
Mr. Ivan Tiley, in the Trawalla or Waterloo area. 


NEXT YEAR: 
Members with suggestions for next year's syllabus (speakers and 
excursions) are asked to give details to the Committee. 
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